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MEZUZAH

INTRODUCTION

1

How is our understanding of mitzvos similar
to a pair of tzitzis?

From where in the Torah do we learn the
mitzvah of mezuzah?

2

3

The mitzvah of mezuzah is...
To write mezuzos for your house.
To buy mezuzos for your house.
To build a house with mezuzos - doorways.
To aﬃx a mezuzah to your doorpost.
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INTRODUCTION

4

5

Draw a line to match up the correct brachah

.לִ כְ ּתֹב ְמז ּוזָ ה

'ָ ּברו ְּך ַא ָּתה ה

.לִ ְבנוֹ ת ְמז ּוזָ ה

 וְ ִצ ָוּנ ּו, ֲא ׁ ֶשר ִק ְ ּד ׁ ָשנ ּו ְ ּב ִמ ְצוֹ ָתיו,ָ ּברו ְּך ַא ָּתה ה' ֱאלֹקינ ּו ֶמלֶ ְך ָהעוֹ לָ ם

.לִ ְק ֹּב ַע ְמז ּוזָ ה

ָ ּברו ְּך ַא ָּתה ה' ֱאלֹקינ ּו ֶמלֶ ְך ָהעוֹ לָ ם

What is written in a mezuzah?
The two places in the Torah that discuss mezuzah.
Nothing, it’s just a good luck charm.
The three paragraphs of shema.

6

Mezuzah is important because since it connects us to Hashem every time
we go in and out of a room.

TRUE

OR

FALSE

3

INTRODUCTION
7

Every time we enter a room we should remember… Check all that apply.

Hashem’s oneness.

Hashem is our creator.

Hashem gives us food.

That we must do Teshuvah.

The love we have for
Hashem.

That this mitzvah is an
expression of our love
towards Hashem.

To awaken ourselves out
of our routine, and connect
to Hashem and His Torah.

8

9

4

The various Yomim Tovim
throughout the year.

How many times in the mezuzah does it discuss the
mitzvah of loving Hashem?

How is the ability for the expression of love
towards Hashem, more than that towards another
human being?

INTRODUCTION

10

What is the reward for aﬃxing a mezuzah?

11

How did Onkelos describe the love Hashem has for us,
as compared to that of a regular king?

12

The word Shakai - Shin-Daled-Yud is written on the outside of the
mezuzah. The letters can be an acronym for
Shomer Diras Yisrael which means,
“The One Who guards a Jew’s dwelling."
Shomer Dayanei Yisrael which means,
“The One Who guards Jewish judges."
See, Do, Yay!
Shomer Diras Hashem which means,
“The One Who guards Hashem’s dwelling.”

13

We often discuss the rewards of doing the mitzvah of mezuzah,
but ultimately we do the mitzvah of mezuzah because….

5

INTRODUCTION

14

15

16

What does the Rambam say about someone who adds names
of Hashem or angels to a mezuzah for extra protection?

Explain what is being done incorrectly in this picture:

Circle the true statements
• “Hashem created the world for our good.”
• “Hashem wants to have a close connection with us.”
• “We are important to Hashem.”
• “Hashem does not care about our actions.”
• “Hashem has ministering angels guard us since we are so important to him.”
• “We can change the world with our actions.”

6

BUYING A MEZUZAH

1

The smallest crack in a letter on a mezuzah is:
Kosher b’di’eved
Not a problem
Pasul - invalid

2

List three reasons why we need to be careful to buy
a mezuzah from someone whom we trust:

3

A mezuzah must be written lishmah - for the sake of the mitzvah.

TRUE

4

OR

FALSE

If you walk into a store and see that the owner is
a real ben Torah, who seems like he is careful with
mitzvos, why should you still not buy mezuzos from
him without a hechsher or kosher certiﬁcation?

7

BUYING A MEZUZAH

5

Should you trust a scribe who writes beautifully, follows the Torah, but he
hasn’t received his certiﬁcate in safrus proﬁciency yet?

6

Match the three ksav fonts with the associated minhag.
CHALLENGE can you match the actual font to it’s minhag?

7

Ksav Beit Yosef

Ashkenaz

Ksav Ari

Sefardim

Ksav Vellish

Chassidim

You can write a mezuzah on any parchment, as long as it comes
from a kosher animal.

TRUE
8

OR

FALSE

The phrase “Zeh Keili V’anveihu“ teaches us ...
To beautify the mitzvos we do.
To do mitzvos right away.
Nothing. It had something to do with the splitting of the sea.
Do mitzvos with a happy face.

8

BUYING A MEZUZAH

9

10

What makes a mezuzah beautiful?

Dovid went to the store with $100 to buy a mezuzah and case. If he could,
how much do you think he should spend on the mezuzah vs. the cost of
the case?
COST OF MEZUZAH $________

11

COST OF THE CASE $________

Describe what our attitude and frame of mind should be when going
to buy a mezuzah:

9

POSITION ON THE DOORPOST

1

Circle all the things to think about when putting up a mezuzah.
• What is considered the right side of the doorpost?
• What is the correct height to place the mezuzah?
• How close to the door/street should it be placed?
• Will children be able to reach it?
• How deep within the door frame should/can it be embedded?
• What angle should it be placed at?

2

We know that we are to put the mezuzah on the right side of the
doorpost, since the pasuk of ית ָך
ֶ  ְמזוּזוֹ ת ֵ ּב- doorposts of your house,
ָ
can be read as יא ְתך
ָ  ְמזוּזוֹ ת ִ ּב- doorposts of your coming

TRUE

3

10

OR

FALSE

What rule will tell us why we place the mezuzah to the right of the blue people?

POSITION ON THE DOORPOST

4

In the picture below, if there is roughly the same amount of traﬃc going
into the kitchen as the dining room, what other factor would determine
which side to put the mezuzah on?

5

Where on the doorframe is the best place to put the mezuzah?

6

In the picture below, mark where we would measure the top of the
doorframe. Why is that considered the top?

11

POSITION ON THE DOORPOST

7

Mark on this huge doorway, that
goes 25 feet up in the air, where the
mezuzah should be placed.
Answer according to both Ashkenazic
and Sephardic customs:

8

Why should one put the mezuzah on the doorpost inside the handbreadth
closest to the street. Check all that apply.

The mezuzah itself will last longer, as the nails will hold
to the doorpost better.
The further out of the opening the larger the circle
of protection is.
So one can come into contact with the mitzvah sooner.

12

POSITION ON THE DOORPOST

9

The requirement to put the mezuzah on the handbreadth closest to the
street is only for ideal purposes, but ultimately it can be set more than a
handbreadth away from the street.

TRUE

OR

FALSE

10

If the door will close where one wants to put the mezuzah,
what are two “ﬁxes” that can be done?

11

Mark oﬀ on the door where the mezuzah should be placed.
Hint: only the two inside panels slide.

12

If a doorway has two doors, but one of them is usually closed oﬀ,
what will determine if it is or is not part of the doorframe?

13

POSITION ON THE DOORPOST

13

Label each picture according to its custom: Ashkenazic or Sephardic.

14

Under what circumstances would an Ashkenazi be advised to put his
mezuzah straight up?

15

According to Ashkenazic custom, which way should the mezuzah lean?

Towards the inside of the house or room.
Towards the outside of the house or room.

14

DOORWAY REQUIREMENTS

1

In the ideal scenario, what requirements does an entranceway need for it to
be obligated to have a mezuzah?

Two doorposts and one lintel.
One doorpost and one lintel.
One lintel.

2

a) What is the halachah regarding putting a mezuzah on this doorway if
the main ﬂow of traﬃc would be to continue through it?
b) How would the halacha diﬀer if the ﬂow was to come through from
the other side?

15

DOORWAY REQUIREMENTS

3

In this picture, the pillars...
Require a mezuzah with a brachah.
Require a mezuzah without a brachah.
Do not require a mezuzah.

4

In this picture of “roshei kosalim,” the prefered method would be to aﬃx a
mezuzah with a bracha

TRUE
OR

FALSE

5

16

Explain what the halacha would be in this
picture, and why.

DOORWAY REQUIREMENTS

6

Where should the mezuzah be placed in this
doorway and is it placed with a brachah?

7

What would be the halachic diﬀerence between the two pictures?

17

ROOM FUNCTIONALITY

1

Mark the the rooms that would require a mezuzah:
REQUIRE
MEZUZAH

DOES NOT
REQUIRE MEZUZAH

kitchen
study
sauna
bathroom
garage
closet
workroom
bedroom
enclosed patio

2

A beis shaar - a room that has no purpose other than leading to other rooms
of a house, requires a mezuzah.

TRUE

3

18

OR

FALSE

Dovid needs help ﬁguring out if he should put a mezuzah on a few
questionable rooms. Sometimes these rooms are used in a digniﬁed way,
and sometimes not. How can he know if they require a mezuzah?

ROOM FUNCTIONALITY

4

What two things should be done to a mezuzah to shield it, when it is put on
a room that is sometimes used for an undigniﬁed purpose?

5

What is the reason we do not say a bracha when putting a mezuzah on a
classroom or factory?
The primary use of those rooms is not digniﬁed.
People don’t really need Hashem’s protection in those places.
Those rooms are not really used both day and night.
All of the above.

6

Avi just bought his ﬁrst apartment building and he wants to know if he
needs to put a mezuzah on the elevator.
He should ask his rav.
Yes, he should put one up with a brachah.
A mezuzah should be put up, but without a brachah, since
there are those that argue it does not need one.
No mezuzah is required, since nobody lives in an elevator.
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ROOM REQUIREMENTS

1

Draw a line between the person and his ability to aﬃx a mezuzah on your
doorpost.
Yourself

Cannot put up your mezuzah

A Jew over bar mitzvah

Can do it if you are unable to

A professional not Jewish handyman

2

3

20

The best man for the job!

Why should a boy who is under bar mitzvah not put up
a mezuzah for you?

When you put up your mezuzah, some of the materials you can use are...

ROOM REQUIREMENTS

4

Circle the correct way to roll a mezuzah

LEFT to RIGHT

5

RIGHT to LEFT

Why should you be careful not to roll your own mezuzos?
They are fragile and you could easily crease them or crack
a letter.
You have to be certiﬁed to roll them.
Rolling mezuzos requires complex intentions that you will
not be able to accomplish on your own.

6

7

Name two reasons why a mezuzah should have a case.

A glass mezuzah case can make the inside very hot when exposed to sun.

TRUE

OR

FALSE
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ROOM REQUIREMENTS

8

It is a good idea to make the letters of “Shakkai” visible on the outside of
the mezuzah case because…
There can be a harmful spirit resting at the doorpost waiting
to harm, that gets warded oﬀ by Hashem’s name.
Otherwise the letters can become ruined by being
constantly covered.
This way you can see if the mezuzah needs repair.
All of the above.

9

10

In what type of room would it not be recommended to have the letters
of “Shakkai” visible?

Put the steps of putting up a mezuzah in order.
Make the brachah
Get the nails and hammer
Start banging it in
Make sure the doorway requires a brachah
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ROOM REQUIREMENTS

11

What would the proper procedure be if you forgot to make the brachah
on the mezuzah when you put it up?
Take down the mezuzah, and put it back up with a brachah.
Leave it there, once you missed your chance it’s too late.
Shake the mezuzah case to loosen it, and make the brachah.
Put your hand on the mezuzah and make the brachah.

12

If a mezuzah falls oﬀ the doorframe, what should be done?
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CHECKING & TAKING DOWN THE MEZUZAH

1

How often should a mezuzah be checked?
Once every 7 years.
Once every year.
Once every 3.5 years.
Mezuzos do not require further checking once they have
been checked by a scribe.

2

If a few people own a mezuzah, it needs checking once every 25 years.

TRUE

3

24

OR

FALSE

Yoni spent a lot of money buying top notch mezuzos. Yoni’s
friend Ari plans to move into his apartment, and Yoni will
move to a bigger home. May Yoni take down his mezuzos, if
Ari refuses to pay for them?

CHECKING & TAKING DOWN THE MEZUZAH

4

Why should one take down the mezuzos, if he knows someone not
Jewish plans to move in after him when he moves?

5

Circle the true statements.
When one moves…..
He may take down valuable mezuzah cases as long as he
leaves the mezuzah up.
He may switch out expensive mezuzos with cheaper ones,
especially if he takes the mezuzos down to check them.
If he had in mind, when he put up his mezuzos, that he
planned to take them with him when he leaves, he may
take the mezuzos with him.
He may ask for reimbursement for his mezuzos from the
next person who moves into his old home.
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Notes

