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Melacha of Trapping

INTRODUCTION
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Where was the melacha of  ָצדor
trapping done in the mishkan?

Of what larger process was  ָצדthe ﬁrst
melacha?

TYPES OF ANIMALS

1

Mark which category each animal would fall into with regards to trapping:

במינו ניצוד

אין במינו ניצוד

Commonly Trapped

Not Commonly Trapped

Deer
Butterﬂies
Cats
Lions
Earthworms
Blue Jays
Snakes
Spiders
Wolves
Bears
Dogs
Frogs
Alligators
Turtles
Dolphins
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List three reasons an animal would be commonly trapped:
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TYPES OF ANIMALS
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Trapping an animal that is  במינו ניצודor commonly trapped is forbidden...
Through Jewish custom.
Rabbinically.
From the Torah.
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Trapping an animal that is  אינ במינו ניצודor not commonly trapped is
forbidden...
Through Jewish custom.
Rabbinically.
From the Torah.
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List two reasons a person might trap an animal that is not commonly
trapped:

TYPES OF ANIMALS
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What is the reason that if some people trap an animal
such as a butterﬂy, it is not in the category of במינו ניצוד
or commonly trapped?

In which category are bees and why?
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TYPES OF ENCLOSURES
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The type of _____________ depends on the animal being _____________.
A _____________, strong animal will need a _____________ enclosure. A
_____________animal can be trapped with a _____________ enclosure.
FLIMSY • LARGE • SMALLER • ENCLOSURE • STRONG • TRAPPED
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What type of animal will need a roof
in order to be considered trapped?

3

Trapping an animal in a room that makes it  יַ כֹול ְל ָּתפ ָ ה ְּב ִשחיָ ה ַא ַחתmeaning
you can grab an animal in one chase is forbidden...
Through Jewish custom.
Rabbinically.
From the Torah.
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TYPES OF ENCLOSURES

4

Trapping an animal in a room that makes it  ֵאינֹו יַ כֹול ְל ָּתפ ָ ה ְּב ִשחיָ ה ַא ַחתmeaning
you cannot grab an animal in one chase is forbidden...
Through Jewish custom.
Rabbinically.
From the Torah.
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Explain how the same room would be יַ כֹול ְל ָּתפ ָ ה ְּב ִשחיָ ה ַא ַחת
for one animal and  ֵאינֹו יַ כֹול ְל ָּתפ ָ ה ְּב ִשחיָ ה ַא ַחתfor another:
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PRACTICAL CASES IN THE HOME

1

Closing the window in a room that has a ﬂy in it should be...
A Torah violation because a ﬂy is יַ כֹול ְל ָּתפ ָ ה ְּב ִשחיָ ה ַא ַחת.
A Torah violation because a ﬂy is אינֹו יַ כֹול ְל ָּתפ ָ ה ְּב ִשחיָ ה ַא ַחת.ֵ
A rabbinic violation because a ﬂy is יַ כֹול ְל ָּתפ ָ ה ְּב ִשחיָ ה ַא ַחת.
A rabbinic violation because a ﬂy is אינֹו יַ כֹול ְל ָּתפ ָ ה ְּב ִשחיָ ה ַא ַחת.ֵ
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Trapping a ﬂy is…
A Torah violation because a ﬂy is במינו ניצוד.
A Torah violation because a ﬂy is אינ במינו ניצוד.
A rabbinic violation because a ﬂy is במינו ניצוד.
A rabbinic violation because a ﬂy is אינ במינו ניצוד.
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Describe the psik reisha involved when closing a window in a
room with a ﬂy:

PRACTICAL CASES IN THE HOME

4
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According to the ﬁnal halacha, what
is the reason it is permissible to close
the window in a room with a ﬂy?

Will the halacha be the same for a bird in a room?
Explain your answer:

Why does the halacha change if a person is cold?
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EXTREMELY LARGE AREA
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What is the halacha if one traps an animal in an extremely large area?

The size of an area makes no diﬀerence, if the animal is in the
category of  במינו ניצודthen it is forbidden from the Torah.
Even though the area is extremely large, it is rabbinically forbidden
to trap an animal.
This is not considered the melacha of trapping as the area is so
large that the animal cannot be considered trapped.
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What is the reason it is permissible to
close the door of a room in order to keep
a ﬂy trapped inside it?

PLACING TRAPS
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What is the reason it is not allowed to put out a trap on Shabbos?
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What is the reason it is permissible to put out a trap on erev Shabbos?

11

DOMESTICATED ANIMALS
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1

The melacha of trapping only applies to an animal that is...
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When is an animal considered domesticated?
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When is an animal considered semi-domesticated?

DOMESTICATED ANIMALS
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What is the halacha regarding trapping a domesticated animal?
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What is the halacha regarding trapping a semi-domesticated animal?
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List ﬁve animals that are naturally domesticated:
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Notes

