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What was the light?

What was sustaining the darkness?

DEFINING LASHON HARA

1

Everybody knows that Yosef does not care how he dresses. Avi told Yitzy
that Yosef’s pants were ripped in the knee. Is that statement lashon hara?
Yes, although it will not harm Yosef, it is derogatory.
No, everyone knows that Yosef doesn’t care about his
clothing, therefore it is not a derogatory statement.
No, because it will not harm Yosef, it is not derogatory.
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Give an example of a lashon hara statement that is not derogatory, but
does cause harm:
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Damage from lashon hara can be in three forms. Give an example of each:
PHYSICAL

FINANCIAL

EMOTIONAL
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DEFINING LASHON HARA

4

What halacha do we learn from
the story of Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai and Yehuda Ben Geirim?

5

When you convey information to
another person you have no control over
who will hear it and chances are…
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If the people who made the wedding
had no control over the weather, why
was it lashon hara to say that it was
uncomfortable indoors?
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4

Lashon Hara, bad speech, is either ________________ bad about someone.
Or ________________ bad to someone.

SPEAKING LASHON HARA

1

Why is pointing out a negative behavior about a family
member, who you love and would not want to harm,
still lashon hara?

2

Chani joked to her friends with whom she wanted to
go out for pizza , that her mother probably wouldn’t
let her go because she is always so nervous. Is this lashon
hara? Explain your reasoning.

3

Avi’s brother provoked him and made him very
angry. Avi in his anger said some harmful things
about his brother and felt he was justiﬁed to say
them, as he had made him very angry. Is Avi correct?
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SPEAKING LASHON HARA

4

Give three examples of statements in which we may say something
negative that we might not necessarily think is negative:

5

Why is saying that a person does not keep a minhag or a
custom that people in his group keep, considered lashon hara?

6

Avi mentioned that Yoni has a really great 3 point shot, but he is only average
from close range. Is this lashon hara?
Yes, by saying that Yoni was only average at close shots, Avi was
saying that he lacked in a positive area which is lashon hara.
No, by saying that Yoni was only average at close shots, Avi was
saying that Yoni was equal to everyone else and it is not lashon hara.
Yes, by mentioning Yoni is great at 3 pointers, that is lashon hara.
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SPEAKING LASHON HARA

7

Give two examples of a statement that when said about one person is
praiseworthy and derogatory when said about another:
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Why is it lashon hara to speak badly about
products or businesses?

9

Why is speaking about a group worse than
speaking about an individual?
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SPEAKING LASHON HARA
10

Which type of lashon hara is worse?
Speaking lashon hara about three people.
Speaking lashon hara about seven people.
They are equal. It does not matter how many you speak about.
It is the same sin.
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When you speak lashon hara about a group you are giving each member a
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Why is it a very serious prohibition to speak lashon hara about
an important ﬁgure like a rabbi?
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8

How can stating an opinion be
lashon hara?

THE "DUST" OF LASHON HARA

1

What is the source of the prohibition of avak lashon hara?
It is from the Torah.
It is rabbinic.
It is a custom.

2

What is the reason that the phrase, “I can’t tell
you, it is lashon hara,” is avak lashon hara?

3

Is it permitted to make a statement that is not outright lashon hara, but
the lashon hara is implied? Explain your answer:
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THE "DUST" OF LASHON HARA

10

4

A simple question of, “What did you think of
the speech?” will be avak lashon hara if you
don’t know for sure...

5

Any time you have intentionally or unintentionally set up a friend to speak
lashon hara you have transgressed...

6

Why will asking a question about a
sensitive issue be avak lashon hara?

THE "DUST" OF LASHON HARA

7

Ariella just had to know why Aliza was suspended
from school. Why will asking someone who knows
be avak lashon hara?

8

What does the Chofetz Chaim say is needed in order
to not stumble into avak lashon hara?

9

Give an example of where saying the positive about
someone will be avak lashon hara:
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THE "DUST" OF LASHON HARA

10
Why would complimenting a professional
to his competitors be avak lashon hara?

12

11

What is the reason that praising an individual in
front of a group can be avak lashon hara?

12

What type of person can you praise in front of a group?
Explain your reasoning:

THE "DUST" OF LASHON HARA

13

What is the reason you may not give excessive praise
about someone, even if it is not in front of a group or his
competitor?

14

Give an example where just mentioning a person’s name can be avak
lashon hara:

15

Why is saying that Eli always lends out
his car avak lashon hara?
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TRANSMITTING LASHON HARA

1

2

3

14

Miriam suggested to Chavi that they invite Rachel to
join them for pizza. Chavi made a face and crinkled
her nose at the suggestion. Was it permissible for
Chavi to do this? Explain your answer:

Give four examples of expressions or gestures that would be lashon hara:

Explain how just sharing a picture can be
lashon hara:

SERIOUSNESS OF THE TRANSGRESSION

1

2

3

How does lashon hara aﬀect our teﬁllos?

What aﬀect does the lashon hara of many
people combined together have on this
world?

What happens to the merits of a person who
regularly speaks lashon hara?
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SERIOUSNESS OF THE TRANSGRESSION
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5

6
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What happens to the sins of a person that lashon
hara was spoken about?

Rachel was upset because she did not want to be a part of a group of
girls speaking lashon hara and they told her she was not “normal.” How
would you comfort Rachel?

Remember back to an incident when you had
diﬃculty remaining silent and not joining
in negative speech. What gave you the
strength to persevere?

SPEAKING FOR A CONSTRUCTIVE PURPOSE

1

2

3

What is the proper balance of separating
oneself from this world and not looking
outside of his daled amos and being
concerned with others and their needs?

What does the bubble represent?

How can you make your own bubble?
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SPEAKING FOR A CONSTRUCTIVE PURPOSE
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5

6
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What is the reason that if no one ever spoke about
others, there would be no chesed done in this
world?

How does speaking about someone l’toeles, for a constructive purpose,
change your speech from being nosy to
being concerned for your fellow Jew?

Why should a parent, who warns his child to stay away
from a certain individual who would be a bad inﬂuence,
preface his remarks by saying that he’s saying it to
educate?

SPEAKING FOR A CONSTRUCTIVE PURPOSE

7

EXPLAIN HOW EACH OF THESE CASES COULD BE L’TOELES:

Telling a responsible
adult that a friend
is planning on
doing something
dangerous:

A mother asking if
your friend is capable
enough to babysit for
her large family:

an
A businessm n
rs
e o
asking if a p y:
h
is trustwort

A doctor askin
g
a relative abo
ut
the eating ha
bits
of his patient:

A principal
asking a teacher
about the progress
of a student:
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SPEAKING FOR A CONSTRUCTIVE PURPOSE

8

Explain how neglecting to mention in the beginning
of a conversation that this is for toeles, a constructive
purpose, will lead a person to transgress lifnei iver,
putting a stumbling block before the blind:

9

What are the seven conditions to speak Lashon Hara for a constructive
purpose? Fill in the acronym below and explain each in your own words:

S ........................................................................................................................................
I .........................................................................................................................................
L ........................................................................................................................................
E........................................................................................................................................
N .......................................................................................................................................
C........................................................................................................................................
E........................................................................................................................................

10
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If when speaking l’toeles, a person does not fulﬁll any one of these
conditions his speech is...

SPEAKING FOR A CONSTRUCTIVE PURPOSE

11

12

13

Esther was always very mean to Tamar and very often embarrassed her in
public. Tamar received a phone call asking information about Esther’s character
for a babysitting job. What must Tamar do before telling the caller about Esther?

Yitzi and Avi were planning on going into
business together. Akiva wants to warn Yitzy that
Avi is not the hardest worker. Is he permitted?

When Avi meets Yitzy, Yitzy has a package of business cards
with Avi’s name as his partner on them. How does this
change the halacha?
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LISTENING TO LASHON HARA

1

What is the connection between the pasuk of
ל ֹא ִת ּ ָשׂא ׁ ֵש ַמע ׁ ָשוְ א, “Do not believe false reports”
and believing lashon hara?

2

A person who witnesses an event might not know all the facts in order
to judge what happened correctly. What does that tell us about hearing a
report that reﬂects badly on someone else?
It is easier to judge something you hear, because you can be
sure that the person saying the report is telling you all the facts.
When listening to a report, you are relying on another person’s
judgment of the situation and that person might not have all
the facts.
A witness knows what he saw and didn’t see. A person who
hears about the event has his judgment and the judgment of the
person who told him the account to rely on.

3

22

What is the reason that believing lashon hara
is considered a worse sin than speaking it?

LISTENING TO LASHON HARA

4

How is a report considered by the Torah to be a
false report, if the facts are true?

5

How does one go about not believing the lashon hara he hears?

6

The Chofetz Chaim writes that most people ..................................
and everyone .................................................
Therefore, as a ..................................,
you shouldn’t ..................................
your..................................
RULE • EARS • EXAGGERATES • LIE • BELIEVE
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LISTENING TO LASHON HARA

7

8
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You may not be part of a conversation that includes lashon hara. Name three
tactics that can help you remove yourself from a conversation that has turned
to lashon hara:

Ari sat down in the school cafeteria and three
other guys sat down next to him and began
speaking lashon hara. While Ari did not join
their conversation, he heard it all. Did Ari do
anything wrong? Explain your answer:

LISTENING TO LASHON HARA

9

10

11

Devora went out with two friends. At some
point during the conversation one friend
warned the other about getting her hair done
at a particular hair stylist as she had a bad
experience. Devora has a relative who does
her hair so this did not apply to her. Was she
allowed to listen to their conversation? Explain
your answer:

What is the halacha when negative information that
is being told to you is something that is important
to listen to? Explain your answer:

Explain why it is an obligation for a person entering
into a business relationship with another to make
inquiries about them and listen to any pertinent
information:
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LISTENING TO LASHON HARA

26

12

When making enquiries for any of these relationships, what should you tell the
person you are asking?

13

Why is it very important to do this at the outset?

14

What are two other possible scenarios,
besides the entering into a business
partnership or shidduch, where it is not only
permissible, but actually a mitzvah, to listen
to lashon hara?

15

When you are permitted to listen to lashon hara, what must
you do before you may believe it?

RECHILUS

1

Rechilus is a form of lashon hara that is focused speciﬁcally on damaging...

2

Rechilus is telling someone any information about what someone else
................................., ..................................... or ..........................................

3

Even if the person that the rechilus is spoken
about did nothing wrong, if the mention of
what was done or planned causes
.................................................................,
it is forbidden speech.

4

What is the reason that the three dayanim
or judges, on a beis din or Jewish court,
are not allowed to divulge who ruled in
which way?
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RECHILUS

5

6

7
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Why is it rechilus for one parent to tell a
child that a particular decision that child
does not like was made by the other
parent?

Shira told Rachel that Sarah’s mother
doesn’t dress in style. Rachel then
repeated it to Sarah. Why is this rechilus?

How can a conversation violate rechilus,
even if no names are mentioned?

RECHILUS

8

Yonatan had already heard that Moshe had spoken badly
about his business. He now wants to approach Dovid to ﬁnd
out if what he heard was true. Is he permitted to do this?
Explain your answer:

9

Explain why reminding someone of information that he already knows could be
rechilus:

10

What is the halacha if a person is stuck and
the only way to avoid rechilus is to tell a
white lie?
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RECHILUS

30

11

What is the halacha if a person is stuck and
the only way to avoid rechilus is to tell an
outright lie?

12

Give an example of a situation when it is not only permissible to lie, but even an
obligation, in order not to speak rechilus:

WHY DO PEOPLE SPEAK
LASHON HARA & HOW TO STOP

1

The ﬁrst step in stopping to speak lashon hara is to
change your focus and actively look for the good.
Explain how you personally will begin:

2

When a person truly cares about others, they will look past what is lacking and
only see the….
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Notes

