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THE GIFT OF SPEECH
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According to the Maharal, how does the fact that the
tongue is partly hidden, partly exposed, usually heard,
but not seen, reveal to us the role of the tongue?
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How do the shapes of the letters of the Hebrew word for tongue -  לשנ- show
us that the tongue acts as a bridge?
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How does the fact that when Hashem created man He blew into his nostrils,
make our speech an extremely powerful force?
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What is our purpose of existence?
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How are we God’s ambassadors?
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Explain how speech blends both the upper and lower
parts of our body together:
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How did the time when man was created
balance out and retain harmony in the
Creation?

How can the knowledge that speech is
a bridge of Heaven and Earth, between
the spiritual and the physical, make an
impact in your speech?
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How many mitzvos are connected to the mouth?
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Give two examples, in Jewish law, where a person’s words have the power to
create reality:
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When was the Godly gift we call speech endowed
to us?
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THE HARMFUL EFFECTS OF NEGATIVE SPEECH
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Give an example of how harsh words can scar
a person for years, and can be more damaging
than hurting him ﬁnancially:
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What is the reason that while monetary damage
can be ﬁxed, and the money returned, a person can
never undo the harmful eﬀect caused by painful
words?
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Why is the fear of God mentioned speciﬁcally in regards to how we speak to
each other?

In order to bring about a realization that Hashem formed each person
in His image and placed an element of Himself, so to speak, inside
that person. So when a person insults another, he is in fact directing
his insults at Hashem as well and that is not something anyone would
ever want to do.
In order to remind a person that Hashem is omniscient and always
watching and listening to what is said.
In order to bring about a realization that Hashem knows a person’s
deepest thoughts and therefore knows the true intent of a comment.
If a person says words of praise, when they do not truly mean it,
Hashem knows.
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List two things that you can do to help a person who is on the receiving end of
hateful speech:
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What is the reason you may not remind a baal
teshuva of his past?

This halacha, that it is forbidden to mention a person’s embarrassing
background, not only applies to the person who did teshuva,
but also applies to…
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What is the reason that an insult, dressed-up as complement, is forbidden?
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We learned that it is forbidden to mention a person’s embarrassing background.
To who else does this prohibition apply?
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How is making fun of a person, who recently
began to be careful in a particular mitzvah, worse
than just reminding the person of their past?
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Explain how it is harmful and ona’as devarim
to tell someone aﬄicted with sickness, pain
or suﬀering that his sins are the cause of his
suﬀering:
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Explain how playing a practical joke can be forbidden under the
laws of ona’as devarim:
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What is the reason that asking the price of an item that you have no intention
of buying is ona’as devarim and prohibited?



What is the reason it is ona’as devarim and prohibited
to ask a question of someone that you know does not
have the answer?
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